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is not specified, but the chalk brings to life an army if a line be drawn on the ground
with it held in the right hand, and destroys a hostile army if the same be done with
the left hand. In other words, BR mixes up the wand with the chalk. 11. This and
the following are told in closely parallel terms (except for different vss quoted) in
SR3 MR, JR. In BR the funeral pyre is not mentioned. 12. Not in JR, which
brings him to the place very easily by magic sandals.
21. Story of the Twenty-first Statuette.   Vikrama is Entertained
by Personifications of the Eight Magic Powers
Vikrama had a minister 1 named Buddhisindhu,2 who had a son
named Anargala.3 This son was a foolish good-for-nothing, and
would not study. His father reproacht him with vs 4£4 and other
sayings on the value of knowledge, and the uselessness to a family
of foolish and vicious sons. Stung by his father's words, the son went
into a far country5 and studied until he had acquired great learning.
As he was coming back home, he came to a certain temple,6 near which
was a lake; and at one spot in the lake the water was boiling hot. He
abode here over night, and in the night there came forth from the hot
water 8 divine women, who performed ceremonies with music and
dancing before the god in the temple, and towards morning returned.
As they left, one of them saw the minister's son and called to him to
come with them; he went as far as the bank of the pond, but when
they jumpt into the hot water he was afraid, and stayed behind.7 He
went home then,8 and told the king of the strange things he had seen;
and the king went to the lake with the hot water, and at night saw
the 8 women come out as before. Being invited9 by them he followed
and jumpt into the water. He thus came to a beautiful city and
palace, where the 8 women entertained him with great honors, and
offered him their kingdom and themselves.10 He declined on the
ground that he already had a kingdom. They offered him any desired
boon; and when he learned that they were the eight Great Magic
Powers (mahasiddhi), he askt them for their 8 powers.11 They gave
him 8 jewels conferring these powers, and he left them. On the way
back he met a brahman12 who because of his extreme poverty had
been scolded by his wife until he had to leave home. The king gave
him, the 8 jewels.
1. All the first part is omitted in BR, which does not mention the minister or his
son; the king hears of the 8 women from a chance traveler. 2. BuddhisSgara JR.
3* SoSR; Guhila MR, BuddMgekhara JR. 4. This vs not in JR. 6. Kar^ataMR.
5, Of (Civa) U§nesvara MR, of KatyayanI BR, of Yugadideva JR, no deity named

